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•The polarization, or increasing division, of political parties in the US 
is largest it has been in recent years (Theriault, 2006)
•Party polarization can be seen in stereotypes of political ideologies, 
such as lack of morality for conservatives, and carelessness for the 
sake of inclusion for liberals (Graham, Nosek, & Haidt, 2012)
•Voters support political parties that they view positively (Graham, 
Nosek, & Haidt, 2012) 
•Voters use stereotypes and party affiliation (Rahn, 1993) when 
voting and making voting decisions (Leeper, 1991)
•Two fundamental dimensions of stereotypes are warmth and 
competence (Fiske, Cuddy, Glick, & Xu, 2002)
•Hillary Clinton was viewed as consistent with the warmth and 
competence traits typically associated with female politicians 
(Brown, Phillis, Mercurio, Olah, & Veilleux 2018)
•We examined whether stereotypes influence voter support
•We predicted participants would show more support for the parties 
that they had higher warmth and competence ratings.
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•In study one participants (n=308) received partial course credit (ages 
18 to 52, median age= 20; 231 women, 70 men.
•In study two, M-Turk participants (n=449) received $1 compensation 
(ages 20 to 73, median age= 33; 169 women, 233 men).
•Participants rated their support for each party on a scale from 1 
(Definitely not support) to 7 (Definitely support), αs > 0.95, with 
questions such as, “How likely would you be willing to support the 
Democratic party?”
•Participants rated the warmth and competence of each political party 
on a scale from 1 (Not at all) to 5 (Extremely) , αs > .69 (Fiske, 
Cuddy, Glick, & Xu, 2002):
•Warmth: “As viewed by society, how frivolous are Libertarians?”
•Competence: “As viewed by society, how industrious are 
Democrats?”
•We assessed how evolved the parties are perceived to be (Kteily & 
Bruneau, 2016):
•“Indicate using the scale below how evolved you consider the 
average member of each group to be”
•Higher support was shown for all the parties as warmth and 
competence increased.
•Higher degrees of perceived evolution was shown for all the parties as 
competence increased, and only for the Democrats when warmth 
increased.
•Future research could analyze possible interactions between party 
support and perceived degree of evolution.
•Understanding how psychology influences elections, support of the 
political parties, and voting behavior is crucial to being able to close 
the political divide
•Since stereotypes impact candidate support, it is important to find 
ways to understand how stereotypes work
•Future research could investigate the effects of perceived warmth and 




•A bootstrapped regression analyzed using the Hayes Process model 
examined how warmth, competence, and their interaction predicted 
support and evolution for each political party
Results for Support
Study 1 Study 2
β Std. Error β Std. Error
Democrats
Warmth 0.63** 0.20 1.07*** 0.18
Competence 0.81*** 0.18 0.73*** 0.18
Warmth*Competence -0.10 0.14 -0.09 0.09
Republicans
Warmth 0.95*** 0.15 1.18*** 0.16
Competence 0.81*** 0.16 0.96*** 0.14
Warmth*Competence 0.50*** 0.13 0.28* 0.12
Independents
Warmth 1.01*** 0.23 0.35* 0.17
Competence 0.50* 0.22 0.86*** 0.16
Warmth*Competence 0.33 0.25 0.06 0.13
Libertarians
Warmth 0.46** 0.17 0.89*** 0.13
Competence 0.91*** 0.17 0.56*** 0.14
Warmth*Competence 0.21 0.16 -0.15 0.13
Discussion
•In both studies, we found that as political parties are viewed as 
warmer and more competent, support for the party increases.
•In both studies, a significant interaction between warmth and 
competence was found in support for the Republican party. As 
warmth increases, the positive effect of competence on support is 
magnified.
•In study one, as Democrats were viewed to be warmer and more 
competent, they were also perceived to be more evolved. Whereas, 
when Republican were viewed to be more competent, they were also 
perceived to be more evolved.
•In study two, the results for Democrats remained the same; however, 
the other three parties had significant main effects for competence. 
This implies that the perception of Democrats being evolved relies 





Study 1 Study 2
β Std. Error β Std. Error
Democrats
Warmth 5.70* 2.72 8.29** 3.11
Competence 6.18* 2.95 6.81* 2.99
Warmth*Competence -0.90 2.06 -2.41 1.57
Republicans
Warmth 4.47 2.82 6.24 3.28
Competence 6.23* 3.07 14.31*** 2.82
Warmth*Competence -1.48 2.52 -1.74 2.48
Independents
Warmth -3.21 4.27 -0.19 2.93
Competence 7.64 4.06 11.54*** 11.54
Warmth*Competence 6.59 4.71 1.02 2.19
Libertarians
Warmth 3.22 3.79 0.89 2.50
Competence 5.87 3.71 13.58*** 2.69
Warmth*Competence -1.69 3.66 -3.58 2.38
